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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7(2)(a) for the following re 
1. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by mis Authority, namely: 



2. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Q~J Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

Although the methods as described in claim 1 are common to each other m 
being "a method of detecting metastasizing cancer cells originating in stomach 
cancer", a method of detecting metastasizing cancer cells originating in stomach 
cancer by detecting aldehyde dehydrogenase or dopa decarboxylase had been 
publicly known before the priority date of the present case (see, if necessary, 
C. Sakakura etal., British Journal of Cancer, 2002, Vol. 87(10), p. 1153-1161) . 
Thus, it does not appear that the inventions according to claim 1 make any 
contribution over the prior art as a whole. Thus, they cannot be considered 
as being so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. The same 
applies to claims other than claim 1. (Continued to extra sheet.) 

1 . Q As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. QT] As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3 r— j As on]v S ome of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



j—j No required additional search fees were limely paid by the applicant. Consequenily, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest [~J The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

| — | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
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combination being obvious lo a person skilled in the art 
"&" document member of the same patent family 
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~~ Continuation of Box No. II of continuation of first sheet (1) 

Such being the case, it is recognized that "a. method of detecting 
metastasizing, cancer cells originating in stomach cancer by detecting 
the presence of aldehyde dehydrogenase" and "a method of detecting 
metastasizing cancer cells originating in stomach cancer by detecting 
dopa decarboxylase" are respectively considered as individual invention 
groups and, therefore, the present case has "2" groups of inventions. 
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TITLE: 

METHOD OF DETECTING METASTASIZING CANCER CELLS 
ORIGINATING IN STOMACH CANCER 
ABSTRACT: 

Metastasizing cancer cells originating in stomach cancer 
are detected by a method which comprises the step of collecting 
a biological sample from a subject, the step of detecting the 
presence of at least of one of aldehyde dehydrogenase and dopa 
decarboxylase from the biological sample of the subject, and, 
in the case where at least one of aldehyde dehydrogenase and 
dopa decarboxylase is present, judging it is highly possible 
that the sample contains metastasizing cancer cells originating 
in stomach cancer. By using them as. markers for metastasizing 
cancer cells originating in stomach cancer, the 
occurrence/absence of metastasis into the peritoneum of a 
patient with stomach cancer can be quickly and surely detected, 
thereby providing efficacious means of judging the 
applicability of intraabdominal caner chemotherapy. 

DRAWING: 

FIG. 1: ' 

A. . .PERITONEAL DISSEMINATION 

B. . . KERATIN 7 

C. . . DESMOPLAKIN 

D. .. ALDEHYDE DEHYDROGENASE 

E. ..P-ACTIN 
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FIG.l 
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